Rotaract Polio Activity

Yana Anderson, UVU Rotaract Presidert speaks duringthe event

This week | had the opportunity to attedthh Valley UniversitfUVU)R ot ar act 0 s
virtual presentation on Internatiorfedlio Day commemorationlt was on the 21st of October
2020at 12:1m. The two main presenters were Dr. Leckimaast Governor othe District
Rotary and Yana AndersgrPresident oUVU Rotaractl found this presentation very
intriguing, because was unaware of the problems we face
amazed at the work that Rotary International has done, amigtiréevel partners that they
cooperate with. | was also interested in the progress theyniede;it gave an impresge
message on the effects of their charity work.

Prior to this event | had only briefly heard of Rotary International. | knew they performed
service and charity work, but | was unaware of the vast scope of the organization. | was really
impressed when DLeckman told the audience about the partners that Rotary International
works with. They work with huge organizations like the WHO, CDC and the Bill and Melinda



Gates Foundation. This proved to me that Rotary International is a legitimate, dependable and
trustworthy organization. These organizations like the WHO require results, and Rotary

International is delivering.

Dr. Leckmanspeaks via Zoom

Dr. Leckman showed statistics and maps that showed how bad polio had been in the past
vs how it is today. Polio started in the USL®IL6 andcontinued every summer until finally
vaccines started being made in the 50s and 60s. The most impressive progress that | saw has
been made since 1985, when Rotary International made eradicating polio its main priority. Since
1985 Rotary Internationakls worked vigorously to deliver vaccines across the world. Now there
are only two countries where polio still presents an issue, Afghanistan and Pakistan. They have
made incredible progress in getting rid of polio for good.

The biggest worry | had in myind when he Dr. Leckman was presenting this
information was the overall cost of the project. Everything in this world revolves around money,
and even with big donors like The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, money is a big batrrier.

Dr. Leckman addressexdy concern by presenting the projected cost to complete the project,



